​​THE US WAR ECONOMY
1)  The US has had a permanent war economy since World War II.

A permanent war economy draws resources into the military sector at the expense of the public economy, even in times of peace.   The US spends more money on the military than the next eight countries combined.
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                                                                                                                                              US Defense Spending Since 1900
2) The war economy consumes an enormous amount of the US budget while unmet human needs continue to grow.
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3) Military spending dollars could have been used to meet the critical needs of North Carolina residents:
For Department of Defense, Taxpayers in the state of North Carolina are paying $11.59 billion, not including the cost of war. Here’s what those tax dollars could have paid for instead:

· 191,636 Elementary School Teachers for 1 year or                      
· 208,623 Infrastructure Jobs created for 1 year or
· 5.02 Million Children receiving Low-Income Healthcare    
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4) The human cost of a war economy is incalculable.
Since 9/11, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the resulting violence in Pakistan have caused mounting US casualties, civilian deaths and refugees. Violence now has spread to Syria, Yemen and elsewhere.  Figures for these 3 nations alone, as of 11/2017: 
· 14,000 deaths US soldiers & contractors  
· 300,00 direct deaths of these 3 countries alone
· 800,000 indirect civilian deaths

· 10.1 million refugees

*Watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/about
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“A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death.” – Martin Luther King, Jr., 1967 
Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom – Triangle Branch     www.trianglewilpf.org 
<other state info at https://www.nationalpriorities.org/interactive-data/trade-offs/> 
