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Compelling evidence pointed to a deliberate campaign by the Ethiopian authorities to expel Eritreans and Ethiopians of Eritrean origin to Eritrea. By late October, an estimated thirty thousand. most of them Ethiopian citizens who had not taken up Eritrean nationality in the aftermath of Eritrea's 1991 secession from Ethiopia, were deported after experiencing systematic denial of their human rights. The campaign swiftly degenerated from selective targeting to indiscriminate deportations. A government "policy" statement on June 11 said the 550.000 Eritreans residing in Ethiopia' could continue to live and work peacefully there. However. as a "precautionary measure," the statement ordered members of Eritrean political and community organizations to leave the country on account of their suspected support of the Eritrean war effort, and gave a mandatory leave of absence of one month to Eritreans occupying ‑'sensitive" jobs.

While authorities initially suggested an option of voluntary departure for the targeted categories, they later began rounding up people on the sole basis of their being Eritrean or of Eritrean extraction. and apparently without making an effort to distinguish between the two categories. Not all who fell in the dragnet were deported Those of military age were sent to detention camps where an unknown number remained held by late October without charge or trial, Others were trucked, after brief detentions. to remote border posts and ordered to cross into Eritrea on foot, Those detained and expelled included many elderly retired citizens of Ethiopia. mainly businessmen who had lived most of their lives and raised their children in other provinces of Ethiopia while Eritrea fought for its independence. The government ordered the freezing of their assets and revoked their business licenses, stripping them and their families of their livelihood. Many families were separated during the deportations from underage children who were not allowed to leave with them. or. in a few cases, from children who were deported unaccompanied.

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi in an interview with Radio Ethiopia on July 9 said the deportees were ''foreigners.'' adding that .. any foreign national, whether Eritrean or Japanese etc.... lives in Ethiopia because of the goodwill of the Ethiopian government, If we say Go. because we don't like the color of your eyes,' they have to leave." The issue was, however. more complex than the prime minister's assertion suggested. For the forty years preceding Eritrean independence in 1991 both countries were part of the same internationally recognized state.

Strong cultural. religious. and linguistic affinities existed between the two people. and intermarriages were common. The Ethiopian constitution. in its Article 6. grants citizenship by birth to any person With one or both Ethiopian parents. Many Eritreans had retained their Ethiopian nationality when Eritrea became independent. and Ethiopia did not take any legal measure to rescind their citizenship then. As a consequence. the Ethiopian government had no legal basis to consider many of the deportees as aliens. The roundup detention and the ill‑treatment of which the deportees. whether nationals or aliens. were the victims violated rights of nondiscrimination and freedom of movement that the Ethiopian constitution guaranteed. The deportations and accompanying violations of a range of rights of the deportees also violated Ethiopia's obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other human rights treaties it has ratified and indeed incorporated into the law of the land. The above excerpt was taken from a 1999 Human Rights Watch report.
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Eritrean‑Americans Protest Deaths of Eritrean Youths in Ethiopian Detention Camp

We, Eritrean‑Americans in the Washington, D.C.. Metropolitan area' are holding a peaceful candle light vigil to bring to light the ongoing ethnic cleansing of Eritreans and Ethiopians of Eritrean origin, and to protest the recent deaths of three Eritrean youths at an Ethiopian concentration camp.

The three Eritreans are Gebrekidan Zekarias, a university student who was studying in Ethiopia on an exchange program between the two countries civilian internee Dawit Tewolde and prisoner of war Said Sahada Ahmed.

We strongly condemn these deaths which occurred under illegal and inhuman conditions at a malaria‑infested detention camp. We call for an independent investigation into the causes of; and circumstances surrounding, their deaths. We also call for the immediate release of the 1,500 civilians. including 37 university exchange students. who have now spent over five months in prison. They were imprisoned by the Ethiopian Government en masse? illegally and without due process of law.

Even as we observe the 50th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Ethiopia continues its massive deportation of Eritreans and of Ethiopians of Eritrean origin with impunity. The number of deportees has now reached over 40.000. These people were picked up from their homes in the middle of the night. They were taken to prisons under armed guard were held for periods ranging from a few days to four months. Later, they were boarded on buses and dumped on the front‑lines on the border between Eritrea and Ethiopia. The deportations have resulted in massive separation of families and large scale confiscation of their properties.

We are calling on the United States Government. United Nations, the European Union and particularly the Organization of African Unity as well as the international community at large to ensure that Ethiopia:

*  respects the international laws. covenants and charters on human rights to which it is a signatory:

*  stops the gross violation of the human rights of Eritreans and Ethiopians of Eritrean origin m in Ethiopia,

*  ends the illegal deportation of Eritreans and Ethiopians of Eritrean origin: and

*  releases immediately the over 1,500 Eritrean youths that have spent over six months under illegal and inhuman detention.
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