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The man on the bench is Bernard Baruch, one of the nation's most powerful men. The signal—a man waving—comes from the north portico of the Executive Mansion. A limousine then rolls down the driveway up to the curb of Lafayette Park and whisks Baruch away. Where? To lunch and a chat with the president.

In wartime Washington, office space was very scarce. Baruch set up an office in his Carlton Hotel suite. The phones jangled and a steady stream of people came to visit. Baruch didn't like the commotion and. whenever he could. left the air‑conditioned rooms and paperwork to his assistants and headed for the park. He preferred the park bench and said he could always get more done on a park bench than at a desk." Many important men met with him there. including the presidents of MIT and Harvard, leading scientists and top‑level government officials. It is rumored that mail addressed to Mr. Baruch at the park bench was delivered.

What drew these Important men to this unorthodox outdoor Office? From the time he was young man, Baruch invested wisely in the stock market. By the time he was 31, he had earned $100,000 for every year of his life. He was respected for both his wealth and his business acumen. Nicknamed Mr. Facts by President Wilson, he was unofficial adviser to seven presidents. But when Baruch talked, unfortunately, the country's leaders didn't always listen. Baruch didn't always listen either. He was hard of hearing and was known to screen his visitors by turning off his hearing aid and claiming it was out of order.

Known as the Park Bench Statesman, Baruch also frequented benches in New York's Central Park and London's Hyde Park. Today there is a plaque next to his favorite seat in D.C. Placed there by the Boy Scouts of America and the National Capital Area Council, it honors his contributions to his country and his interest in the Boy Scouts. Baruch, who spent two decades advocating U.S. preparedness for war, believed in the Boy Scout motto 'Be Prepared."
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