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"When governments oppress a minority, the rights of all Its citizens‑not only those of the minority‑are threatened. For the sale of demoracy in Turkey, Leyla Zana ought to be freed."‑Elie Wiesel, Noel loureate.

Kurdistan is a region in the Middle East, spanning parts of present day Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey with a population of approximately 30 million. The Kurdish people constitute the largest ethnic group in the world without a state of their own.

In recent years, the governments of these countries have inflicted many casualties on their Kurdish populations. What makes Turkey different is the military and economic assistance the government there receives from the United States.::

The Human Rights Foundation of Turkey estimates that each day, on average 17 people die from the war in the Kurdish regions of Turkey. Amnesty International has declared a worldwide campaign to spotlight the abuses of the Kurdish people by the Turkish government.

Yet each year the United States gives Turkey hundreds of millions of dollars in low interest loans to buy new American weaponry, some of which is used against Kurdish civilians. Thus, the U.S. government shares responsibility for the crimes that are committed by Turkish authorities. . 

Six years ago, there was a time of hope for a peaceful resolution to the Kurdish question in‑Turkey. On October 20, 1991, for the first time Kurdish representatives were allowed to take seats in the Turkish Parliament. However, of the 18 Kurds who entered the Parliament that day, one was subsequently murdered, four have been imprisoned and six were forced to flee the country. Today, there is only cowed Kurdish representation in the Turkish Parliament.

Leyla Zana, a human rights activist and mother of two children, was one of those elected in 1991. She was invited by the U.S. Congress to testify on the treatment of Kurds in Turkey. The Turkish government used reports of her speech to convict her of treason; in 1994 Leyla Zana was sentenced to 15 years in prison.

In order to call attention to the plight of Leyla Zana and others, a group of Kurds and Americans will begin a fast on October 20, 1997. There will be a vigil from 8 a m. to 6 p.m. in front .of the U.S. Capitol each day. At 5:30.p.m. on weekdays and at 2:00 p.m. on weekends there will be a march up Pennsylvania Avenue to Lafayette Park, across from the White House.

You are invited to join this vigil and to show your support for nonviolence. For more information, contact the American Kurdish Information Network at (202) 483‑6444 or www.kurdistan.org

       Mahatma Gandhi opposed violence, saying "the good it does is temporary; the damage it does is permanent." We agree.

        Your  tax-deductable contribution sent to the Human Rights Alliance at 444 North Capitol Street,

Suite 837 Washington.  20001, will be used to help support the families of Leyla la Zana
and other Kurdish Parliamentarians who are in prison or exile.

Appeal to President Clinton on Behalf of Leyla Zana

As of October 28. the following 154 members of  Congress have agreed to sign a "Dear Colleague" letter circulating in the Congress. The letter is addressed to President Clinton and it urges him to "raise [Leyla] Zana's case with the Turkish authorities at the highest level and seek her immediate and unconditional release" from prison in Turkey.
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Rep. George Brown (D‑42nd CA)

Rep. Sherrod Brown (D‑13th OH)
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Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D‑ 18th TX)

Rep. John Lewis (D‑5th GA)
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Rep. David E. Skaggs (D‑2nd CO)
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Rep. John F. Tiemey (D‑6th MA)
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Rep. Curt Weldon (R‑7th PA)

Rep. Frank Wolf (R‑lOth VA)

Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D‑6th CA)
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