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GREENPEACE ACTlVISTS ENERGIZED OVER SUBCRITICAL NUCLEAR TESTS; " HARE - BRAINED " SCHEME SHOWS US NUKE WEAPONS  PRORAM GOES " ON AND ON … " 

‑WASHINGTON, June 30 ‑ Greqnpeace activists today demonstrated that they were " hopping mat " about the US Deponent of Edergy's (DOE) immininent suboritical nuclear teasts. Dressed as Energizer Bunnies, beating drums and carrying mock nuclear bombs on their backs, nine Greenpesce activists dramatized the DOE's nuclear arms program which " goes on and on and on..." Marching in fiont of the DOE's Washington, DC headquarters, the Bunnice  called on President Clinton to halt the tests. 

This Gained plan Bows that the DOE has obviously not head the  growing international drumbeat for nuclear disarmament ," said Greenpeace nucleair disarmament campaigner Bruce HaII. So we're bringing the message right to their door May."

The DOE is expected to announce today that the first test fined " REBOUND," will be detonated Wednesday morning. REBOUND has been designed and engineered by the Los Alamos laboratory in New Mexico, while a second test, codenamed " HOLOG," is being designet and engineered by the Lawrence livermore laboratory in California, and is expected to be detonated late this summer or early fall. Four more tests are being planned for 1998. Originally scheduled to begin in June 1996, the expsunents were postponed in the face of international opposition from anti ‑ nuclear and peace activists.

A June 10 letter to US senators and Clinton Administration officials, signed by Greenpeace,and more thad four dozen other peace and environmental groups, called on the President to cancel the experiments and seek  agreement with Russia and China to close the world's remaining test sites -- Novada test Site,  Noveya Zemlya and Lop Nor respectively.

 The tests send the message that the United States is more interested in the letter advancing our nuclear weapons expertise than in advancing non‑proliferation and disarmament agenda," the groups charged in the letter. " Worse, the subcritical experiments sat a dangerous precedent for other nations to conduct similar experiments and will make the challenging task of verifying the { Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty } more difficult.

U.S. Representatives Cynthia McKinney ( D-CA ), and Ronald Dellums ( D-CA ), along‑with 42 other Members of Congress, joined the opposition to the tests in a June 20 letter to the President, on the grounds that the tests are not justified. The DOE states that the proposed expense are neeessary to maintain a reliable nuclear stockpile," the letter stated. "However, there is no evidence to date to suggest that potential problems such as plutonium aging have degraded the performance of the weapons designs in the active US arsenal."

" The US will set the pace for tenure progress on nuclear disarmament and non‑proliferation," Hall said. "These nuclear tests are a step backwards to an outdated and unnmessuy Cold War mentality."
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