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Peace Monument in Ya�Usu�Betsu





Assembly meeting held in the town of Akkeshi on December 26, last year. It was resolved that we refuse the U.S.Marine's transfer from Okinawa to Yausubetsu. Two mayors of both Akkeshi and Hamanaka, towns located around SDF's training grounds, respectively expressed their opposition to the plan to transfer U.S. liveshell exercises from Okinawa to Yausubetsu.
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Bombs destroy, but education build





For Kato�Sensei with love, _r_


December 5, 1996





My name is Mary Johnson, and I am currently an assistant English teacher in Hamanaka, a small town on the east coast of Hokkaido, Japan. Born and raised in a small town outside of Boston, Massachusetts, I suppose that I'm about as stereotypically "American" as they come. �





Recently, the Japanese government has informed the people of Betsukai, Hokkaido, that the U.S. troops stationed in Okinawa will be divided and sent to five different towns throughout Japan, one of those being Betsukai. As Betsukai is one of the towns adjacent to Hamanaka, I soon learned about the situation.





As you can imagine, residents were not happy to hear that a group of U.S. marines were coming to their quiet, farming village for heavy artillery practice. One day as I was driving home, I saw a fellow teacher making signs saying,





"Go Home U.S. marines." When I stopped to see what he was doing, I was recruited to help.





I don't understand how when we already have enough ammunition to destroy the world sixty times over, this bomb�testing (in an area where cows who supply much of Hokkaido with its dairy products are dwelling) is necessary.





If we could take one half of the money that we spend on this type of bomb�testing and military occupation, and spend it on educating our children as to why they should use words rather than violence to resolve conflict, this world would be a better place.





I would like to thank all of you who are working towards a future of peace. Only by starting with our children, by taking the time to care for them and the money to educate them can we help to create a world in which our future generations can live together in harmony. Bombs destroy, but education builds.
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One day in last autumn, we were making about two hundred signboards in the front yard of my house. We received information that the Director General of the Defence Agency would come to meet our town mayor soon and demand that he recognize the Marine Corps moving to our town from Okinawa. it was the time to act against it.





One autumn day we were painting about two hundred f my house. We were making them in





objections against the Marine Corps were going to set them up along the Director General of the Defence meet our town mayor a few days later. to demand that we accept the Marine





signboards in front o order to make clear our coming to our town. We roadsides. Because the Agency would come to �. Maybe he was coming Corps transfer.





Of course, the signboards were painted (written) in Japanese. For example, "Marines, Don't Come to Yausubetsu! Go to your country." Gino more shell�burst sounds." "We have never forgot A LITTLE GIRL in Okinawa was raped by three marines."





At that time Mary Johnson happened to be passing by and looked in on our work. She is an Assistant English Teacher in our town. I'm an English teacher in junior high school.





So we teach English three times every month in the same class.





Mary asked me what we were writing. I explained to her the Marine Corps would move their traning area near our town. And I asked her to teach us how to write signboards in English.





And then we wrote several signboards in English.





"Marines, Don't Come. U.S.Troops, Get out ~
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GET THE US MARRIES OUT OF JAPAN! l j "�a lY
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A 1 e t t e ,�by Yon~ko Arasiro





Ms.Tanaka, 16, a high school student, has been living in Kaclena ever since sue war, born. Everyday fighters zoom over her house with a tremendous roar for her house is located only 25U meters away from the base and the elemenntary schools located around





oni. aircraft noise 90 times a day.





	the base suffer frown the chr ' 	~ions time in school for





.~ !, ~ ~5





Kadena .


Camp Hansen in Okinawa





o m O k i ~ a w ~





chronic alrcratr llOl~t,





As a result, the students lose their prec





1rey can't concentrate on their lessons.





Now, Ms.Tanaka attends a higilscilool in Naha city where there are no bases. She immediately noticed a big difference between Kadena and another plac e where ;m, hour and a half by bus to





are no U.~�h,~ses. She must travel get to her school, but she feels satisfied with her new school for she would rather suitable and peaceful environment. Her mother Eec,ls w;'v as well.





mucil more study in a the same way as well.





Recently, Andy student) are st;ludill~, up to the ccltit:al conflitions they are facing. It is through the reactions of thes`A�5tudents that we able to fully understand just how threat~ellille these air bases are to the future of these children. Thin is a problem in urgent need of a solution.
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Washington has over 100 oilily installations in Japan and 47,000 troops.





We reject U.S. live�fire exercises in Yausubetsu





Now, Japanese and U.S. governments are going to relocate the U.S. Marines live�shell firing site from Camp Hansen in Okinawa to Yausubets�u. What's the distance from Okinawa to Yausubetsu? It's about 2,500 kits, total of 1,500 kms from Okinawa to Tokyo and t,000 kms from Tokyo to Yausubetsu. We in Hokkaido protest such a relocation as a means of *xpanding the U.S. military bases.





(; S I,F ' s


T=ai~lirl,g Gr~o~Ild


Y A U S U ERIC T S U


C Size; 16,828 ha (27kmx 6~ 8km)


O exercises; 257 days,





·~>live�shell firing;





X~]


30R.ISG.20H.lSH.IOH 107M


81M 60M ATM Rt I~MSSR





19~11t 2 �





	r~x	~_





(excluding mortar, recoilless and small rocket)


155mm howitzer� 37,393 shells, 185 days, in 1995


(ditto) � 61,055 shells, 191 days, in 1996





B e Lcic a ~ t OWI) close to firing range





	O dairy farm;	1,129	O milk Coors ; 104,708





Who needs the U S Mo^Lrr~? Okinawa people mutual chum It's not ncc~o~y f oh Us . The U S Mbu~Lnc~ Quad go home!
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Peace Sills?





Douglas F Ramsey .


Shil~echa, Hokkaido


jet~cb.towa.shibechs.hokkaido jp





I work here in Hokkaido fw the Japanese Exchange and Teaching P=grammet)ET). I Ye been here now for about two and a halfway. I enjoy the Anita, the people, and the lifestyle. My job covets a lot of area.. from teaching English to working the Internet. And I think I've had a fairly demos opportunity to open the rcsidcat'to now cxpericocc8, During tb;i6 time I tried to hold to one simple principle: difficult questions deserve difficult answers. That is to say, simplification, when dealing with cultural difference, is the heart of misunderstanding. I have to hold thyself to this principle out of respect her the the individual asking ant the integrity of the subject. So, naturally my biggest pet peeves have become simplification and a disrespect for the integrity of a topic.





Back in wily November I saw my first anu�U.S. milkman sign here in my town. Big red letters blasting out, Elmira is tot ! 1`E~ {J~\O (American Army don t comet Brides comer) or the more forceful. ~;~:'~*~;~/~; ~ Hi: ~ ~ ~ ! (we won t forget the rape of the young girls!). I stopped my car to check out the fine print. Who's making these? I hat become ply used to this qpc of positioning from politically active road signs. The slogans can be pretty belligerent at times. Especialb in reference to the Russians and the Kuril island dispute. Sign such as, "llama day the islands are returned will be the day of peaces Pretty pacifist stuff. huh? Korean fishing goats can also fall prey to those who resort to this roadside politicking in Japan. This stuff is usually thmwn up ~ the ultra�nationalist right in Japan. When ~ y arch t busy setting up signs or running flags up poles on unpopulated pacific islands, you can find them having personal parades at unbearable noise levels in downtown Kyoto or Tokyo. (Note: If you're a foreigner, wave. It spreads cheer.) It tenet out some group in my own town was putting these up. Later, to my own chagrin, I discover that it was the IOGII union. Lee union in Japan seems to be a single group that encompasses everything from truck drivers. farmers, to teachers. One of my col1cague', who I also count as a good friend. is the chairman of the union's local council. So naturally 1 took my questions to him.





By mid�November when I wont to visit the school that he teaches at, the signs had spread across the area. Including in front of all the local schools. With the mung of join lapan�U.S. military maneuvers to this open area of northern Japan I can understand and 6ytupathize with the reservations of the people of this area. I personally can't see the logic behind moving the maneuverers up here. 16 it just to take pressure off Okinawa7 I don't know and I'm in no petition to speculate what Washington and Tokyo had in mind. But these signs had really got under my skin. Certainly, I had made myself a bit of a hypocrhc. The signs about the Russians and Koreans bothered. me, but not enough that I couldn't brush them off. The plain truth ~ that these new sign' hit a little 100 close to home. But I could now see a little clearer the danger that them signs pose. What do I mean? I mean simple and to tifflcult questions. The question, what to do with the Jspan.U.S. mutual Bounty treaty or the U.S. basep~blems that have plagued the reputation of the U.S. military in �Japan. T} � e en' terribly d~cult issues that deserve the fidl attention of the pow and the public. These signs are too simple and Tighten people into malting Hap judgments about difficult problems. � Problems involving real people on both Ada. There is a mediums for this debate, but it isn't on the roadside or in front of the twiddle school. It's with the politicians involved, the newspapers. "d tele~ridon news programming. Tlu:sc ate medic that can fully appreciate the wmplexitics of the issue. That is to say, These mediums can respect the integrity of the topic and the pc~plc involved.





The signs arc a abuse of responsibility. They frighten people and encourage than to dereo~pe all U.S. soldiers as invader d even word, rapist Heaver. these incidents do and hoe occ~d. And moreover, them incidents are unforgivable. Yet, can we judge the whole by the firm I Hope not. And when do tlu~sc generalization make their wag back to others. like me. My friable, hew been mistaken for being Russian. This means being dusted and denied service at restaurants in Hol~keido. Come to think of it! I've never heard writhing but angry voices in reference to Radians. I guess I'm next.





The U. S. and Japan need to work out a new framework for their mutual benefit.. V it Includes the nanoval of all U.S. bases finned! Jim 90 ~ it. But lentil a new fit is orals initiated, by ~1 means ~ public discussion should begin now. But let us TCspOct the topic and Chin from inappropriate language and tactics The issues involve real people on both sides. Let's respect that.
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How doe s t I' e 1] S m i 1 i t a of� y w o rustic YUMI YAMAGUCHI





Recently there has been a lot of news on TV about sexual harassment and abuse in the American military. (and rape )





Initially it didn't catch my attention However, my friend Mr.Shinichi Miyake, a retired professor at Kushiro Education University, brought me several newspaper articles about the incidents. This opened my eyes to the problem. I read them several times. Once I had read all of the articles, I was truly at a lose for words. I found the problem shocking considering the depth and scope of the facts involved. I've come to realize that the U.S. military in a state OI crisis. Considering the size of the problem surely the military isn't maintaining a high morale. It left me with many questions such as:





1. Why have these men committed these acts of harassment and even rape?





2. What is the origin and background of these problems~'





3. Is the military unable to have any other purpose than making war?





4. How does the military work?





We need to watch how the military develops with time. 1l.~= will reveal�the facts. '





P.S. Dr.Douglas Lummis, who is a professor of Tsudajuku University in Tokyo, says in his essay as follows: The question is not whether all male soldiers are sexists. The question is, what is this activity called "war" 7 Why has there never in history been a case of a group of women organizing themselves into an army, leaving their homes and families behind, and invading another country? Is it not possible that war, particularly the war of invasion, is an inherently sexist activity?





cf. A rape�free army ?, written by Douglas Lummis (Weekly Student Times, Friday, January 3, 10, 1997)





6.





Ill i 1 i t a z: y b1 a r1 e blur e rim s i r1 A m e '� i c a


1. War Is Hell. So Is Regulating Sex.' (NY Times, Nov.17,'96)


2T Let's Be Honest About Sex in the Military (ditto)


3. Is rape a problem in the U.S. military? Yes and No.


(DY, Nov.23, 1996. The Washington Post)


The Army's Fumble� Why the Sexual Harassment Prove Is


Flawed (DY, Dec. 27, '96, The Washington Post)


Army: Rape in the Ranks, by Gregory L.Vistica (Newsweek,


Nov.25, 1996)


Soldier of Mixed Fortune�One Woman's Story of Sex and the


Army, by Alysia Bennet (Washington Post, January 30,1997)
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T I~ a rz~c y o `' , PI s I? i c c i o ~ t o '


5 1 0 5 i g '' a t LIT� e ~ a laze i or e d


z e r~ e i IS K `1 s t' i a� o





This passage is an except from my letter for Ms.Picciotto. She is an activist of the Anti�nuclear Peace Vigil which has continued since 1981 in Lafayette Park outside the White House. "l am happy to 1 earn that you are getting along quite well. A few days ago, I received a letter from Ms.Michie Mori who is Japanese student studying at the American University in Washington D.C.. Michie said, when she recently visited the fort of Peace Vigil you asked her to send the petitions to me. In the big envelope, a lot of signature sheets were enclosed. The number was 477 people on 28 sheets. Total reached 510 in all, including 33 that you gave me three months ago at your fort. I am grateful to you for your cooperation."





To say in detail, the signer's nationality cover over 32


countries as follows: America/137, Canada/6, Mexico/1


Panama/1, C�oloubia/3, Brazil/8, Urnguay/1, Argentina/4, UK/17


Ireland/7, Sweden/2, Netherlands/6, Belgium/1, Germany/27,


France/4, Switzerland/2, Austria/1, Italy/6, Spain/34,


Czeck/1, Slovakia/2, Hungary/1, Russia/4, Turkey/3, Israel/2,


Singapore/1, Australia/8, New Zealand/5, South Africa/2, South


Korea/95, China/6, Japan/93, and not clear/19. ~





ION TO REMOVE U S TROOPS AND MILITARY BASE U S� trooPs and





military bases from Japan.





NAME I ADDRESS (number I street I city ~ stat I zip) I PHONE I FAX I COMMENT TO US TROOP


1~E#I`~ (I c; \~X'I61~= ;~^,,_\r;) ~v�)


�,~,t.~l�~,.~,..~. 7~ .. ~ :�~5~!/T


Slilin~l~ lG)~ /~`t ilehl� l~1~in~ Many





Mocks SO � ~ MY �/�! 1 k; ,,, j5c:





	,~~i~J,C''//'~�~'~'~��' i��' ~cl~77~y''~ ~3' c�� �' c





'\ 0~1 ~$~1 (SAC .7~1





	Circulated by;	c	Thee





Next i s sue is scheduled to be published in May.
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