Hiroshima / Nagasaki Peace Committee

         of the National capital Area

               7615 Lake Drive

          Manassas. Virginia 230111

                    703‑222‑7570

                    July 17. 1996

Dear Friends:

On this titty first anniversary ot the Atomic Bonbings of Hiroshima and Nagaski. we write with an increasing sense ot urgency and concern that the window of opportunity for real progess toward nuclear disarrnanient is closing rapid! It has taken over three years for Congress to ratify the Start II treaty. with no guarantees that the Russian Duma will follow suit anytime soon and Russian offers to discuss further deep cuts in the nuclear arsenals have been ignored. Despite written assurances in the Nuclear Non - Proliferation Treaty ( NPT )  that a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTB ) would he signed this year, negotiations now appear to be faltering . Although polls show strong popular support for nuclear disarmarnent, the government plans to maintain an arsenal of over 5,000.) nuclear weapons fair the foreseeable future, and to spend 40 billion dollars over the next ten years to upgrade the nuclear weapons production complex. Last year the nuclear weapons budcet increased by 10 % while the budget for nuclear waste cleanup was slashed. Robert Dole and the Republican Congresss are now proposing to brine back Star Wars," and to abrogate the Anti-ballistic Missile Treary ( bedrock of all modern nuclear aunts conutol agreements). Today the world is confronted by tens of thousands of nuclear weapons. hundreds of aging and deteriorating nuclear power plants, and " mountains " of deadly radioactive garbage. This year the anniversary of the atomic bombings provides us a precious opportunity to press anew our demands for a CTB, the resumption of nuclear disarmament negotiations, the cleanup up of contaminated sites, and an agreement to abolish nuclear weapons by the year 2000.

In keeping with the tradition of remembering the exact moment of the atomic bombings (August 5. 7: 15PM EDT). we have reserved the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool for an Nuclear Abolition 2,000 rally Monday Evening, August 5, with a children's program, speakers, cultural performances. At dusk, we will float colorful candle lantern floats on the Reflecting Pool in memory of the victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and all the victims of Nuclear Mudness. Our special guest that evening will be Mr. Yoshihiko Sudo, a retired high school teacher and survivor of Nagasaki, where he lost four family members. On Friday evening, August 9, at the Washington Peace Center we are sponsoring an important discussion on The Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and the Movement for.Nulclear Abolitian. Streakers inchoate Clordon Clark, Execrative Director of Peace Action, and Sam Day, Jr, Author, Activist and Director of the U.S. Campaign to free Mardechai Vanunu.

While we realize that not everyone can volunteer, we still all can do our part. Your time, energy and resources are needed. Call Louise & john at 703‑222‑7570) if you can help. Planning meetings will be held Tuesdays at 7:30PM in Lafayette "Peace'' Park, across from the White House.

For the past sixteen years the Hiroshima / Nagasaki Peace Committee has endeavored to heed the admonition of Robert J. Litton. " Keeping alive Hiroshima's death may help beep us alive. " With your support and participation we will again keep alive the memory of Hirashima's (and Nagasaki) for the sake of Mother Earth and all her children.

          Yours for a Nuclear‑Free World.

..Louise Franklin‑RamIrez & John Steinhach for the

Hiroshima / Nagasaki Peace Committee of the National Capital Area

P.S. Since the first term of the Reagan administration, solicitation of funds has been prohibited on National Park Praperty. This letter will he our only fund raising effort. this year. Please search your conscience and pocketbooks and send in your generous contribution today (checks payable to Louise Franklin‑Rarnirez‑ for tax deductible contributions call first)
.~

