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Critics want to reopen


'America's Main Street'


Protected White House called 'castle'
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Critics yesterday challenged the White House to reopen Pennsylvania Avenue, calling the security concerns that prompted the Secret Service to close the road an overreaction to an isolated situation.





The closing has clogged downtown traffic, cost the District money from lost parking meters and left "America's Main Street" a deserted stretch in front of the White House.





Speakers told the House Government Reform and Oversight subcommittee on the District that if the Secret Service will not relent, President Clinton needs to tell the agency to "get real" and get rid of the barricades that threaten to turn the White House into a fortress.





Sen. Rod Grams, Minnesota Republican, called the decision to





close the street May 20, 1995— less than six weeks after the Oklahoma City bombing that killed 168 persons—"knee�jerk" and "arrogant."





"We'll dig up Pennsylvania Avenue, fill it with water and maybe a few imported alligators and ring it with guards clad in armor and brandishing spears," said Mr. Grams, who is leading the opposition to the closing. "Kings live in castles . . . presidents do not."





But Secret Service Director Eljay Bowron insisted that the threat to the president is as real now as it was when the street was ordered closed.





"The only thing that is preventing the terrorist or extremist from mounting an attack like in Oklahoma is the lack of access," Mr. Bowron told a skeptical subcommittee. "It's not a matter of if, but when someone will enter the





see AVENUE, Page A10





