                  The WHITE HOUSE

                      WASHINGTON

                                       March  25  1996

Ms. Ellen Thomas

Peace Park Antinuclear Vigil

Post Office BOY 27217

Washington D . C . 20038
Dear Ellen and  Friends :

Thank You tor sharing Nour views with me. 
To reduce the nuclear threat and to build a safer world, I announced in August 1995 ray decision to negotiate a true comprehensive test ban, and the United States will now insist on a test ban that prohibits any nuclear weapons test. I am convinced that this will help us achieve our coal of sinning a comprehensive test ban at the earliest possible time.

My Administration has established concrete, specific safeguards that define the conditions under which the United States will enter into a comprehensive test hen, These safeguards will strengthen our commitments to intelligence, monitoring and verification, stewardship of our stockpile of nuclear weapons, maintenance ot our nuclear laboratories, and test readiness. Further, we have specified the circumstances under which we would be prepared, in consultation with Congress, to exercise our right to conduct necessary testings if the safety or reliability of out nuclear deterrent could no kinkier be certified.

Like Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy, I believe a comprehensive test ban is a major stride toward stopping the proliferation of nuclear weapons, Such a treat will greatly strengthen the security of the United States and nations throughout the world. As we continue working to realize a day when nuclear weapons are no longer detonated anywhere on earth. I appreciate your concern about this important issue. 

Sincerely;

Riny Cliuteus

