LIFT THE SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ NOW!

We, members of the Atlantic Life Community and other nonviolent peace groups, come to the White House today to demand justice for the people of Iraq, especially the children.

In the five years since the U.S. war against Iraq, "as many as 576,000 children have died as a direct result of sanctions imposed against Iraq by the U.N. Security Council, according to a report by the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)." [N.Y. Times 12‑1‑95] If the sanctions continue, UNICEF tells us, 1.5 million more children will eventually suffer malnutrition or a variety of unchecked illnesses because the sanctions make antibiotics and other standard medicines impossible to get. Yet the U.S. government and the U.N. Security Council continues to defend a blockade whose highest casualty rate is among those under 5 years old. We can no longer remain party to this slaughter! We demand that the Clinton Administration and Congress act to lift the sanctions now!

Today. January 16th, the fifth anniversary of the beginning of the military war against Iraq. members of the Campaign to Break the Immoral Sanctions Against the People of Iraq, are publicly declaring in a letter to U.S. Attorney General Reno their intentions to violate the sanctions by soliciting medical relief supplies to send to Iraq. Nonviolent protests are taking place in Chicago, New York City and Birmingham, Alabama. At a later date, members of the Campaign plan to take medical supplies through U.S. customs and U.N. check points and into Iraq. To solicit and transport such supplies is a violation of U. S. Department of Treasury regulations and carries a maximum penalty of 12 years in prison and a $1 million dollar fine. Campaign members, including those present here today at the White House, believe their actions are morally justified and are prepared to violate U.S. law to save children's lives.

Please join this nonviolent demonstration in support of the Campaign to Lift the Immoral Sanctions Against the People of Iraq! In the name of God who commands us not to kill, in the name of the victims, please act to save the children of Iraq.


For more info call: 202‑882‑9649 (DC), 312‑784‑8837 (Chicago)


COMMITMENT SHEET

Would you kindly consider the following support actions, share them with your community, and send this sheet to the address listed below.

NAME _________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION _________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________

CITY _________________ STATE ______________________ ZIP _____________​

PHONE (___)_________ FAX(___)____________ e‑mai1​ _____________________

Support Actions * PLEASE CHECK AS APPROPRIATE.

___ Publicly violate the sanctions by adding your name to the campaign statement.

____Send money to purchase medical supplies. Make checks payable to Pledge of Resistance/8th Day Ctr, 205 W. Monroe Street, Chicago IL 60606‑5033.

___ Collect medical supplies and send to the address below.

(We suggest immediate collection of aspirins, vitamins and prenatal milk since these are relatively easy to purchase, store and ship. Please contact us if you are interested in helping collect and send any of the following prescription medical‑relief supplies: antibiotics, asthma drugs, disposable exchange transfusion bags, diabetes drugs for children and cancer drugs, especially for leukemia.)

___ Add your name and/or your organization's name to the list of supporters of this campaign.

Organize a similar campaign in your area.

(e.g. Organize a group to visit a local U.S. Attorney and announce your intention to violate these sanctions. Contact us at the address below for a sample letters to present to him/her.)

___ Support the picture postcard campaign to end Iraqi sanctions.

(Postcard pictures of Iragi children who are suffering as a result of sanctions are available to send to the U.N. Security Council and President Clinton. Contact: Rabia Harris, Muslim Peace Fellowship, Box 271, Nyack NY 10960.)

___ Be part of a FAX‑tree or e‑mail tree to help communicate about the project as widely as possible.

___ Help publicize this project within your organization or community.

___ Help defray the project's phone and postage expenses. 

(Make checks payable to Voices in the Wilderness. Send to address below.)

___ Organize an educational event about the impact of these sanctions and/or invite one of the cosigners of this campaign to further explain their motivation and reasons.

___ Conduct your own medical supply relief operation.

(e.g. Take a package of supplies to your local post office to be mailed to The Iraqi Red Crescent Society, General Headquarters, Al‑Mansour‑‑Baghdad, P.O. Box 6143, Iraq. If they refuse to mail you package, invite the media to accompany you to the office of your congressperson. Ask the congressperson to help you send it to Iraq, and leave it there until such time as they are able to send it or supply you with a justifiable reason for withholding needed supplies from innocent people.)

Voices in the Wilderness, 1460 West Carmen Ave., Chicago IL 60640


(312) 784‑8065; FAX 784‑8837; e‑mail: kkelly@igc.apc.org
(12/95)

