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My name is Mnchiyo Kurokawa. I thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak to you.

On August 6, 1945, a nuclear bomb was used against humanity for the first time. I am one of the survivors of the A‑bombina of Hiroshima.

I was then a sixteen year old schoolgirl. On that day, students were gathered at a gymnasium as they had to work at n military factory from the next day. We listened to the speech of our principal there. Just after his speech, there was a sudden flash, and then it became completely dark. I didn't know what had happened I think I lost consciousness for a while. I found myself under the fallen building. The sunlight was streaming in here and there. I crept desperately toward the sunlight. I didn't know how long it took, but I managed to extricate myself from the wreckage, pushing fallen things aside. My classmates encircled a teacher, and came out of the debris one alter another. A young teacher of psychology shouted in a loud voice, "Don't worry. It is just an accident. Be calm!" All of us were covered with blood.

The gymnasium, located at northern part of the campus, was crushed as if it had been trampled on. The school building stood, but was badly damaged. As the building was of wood, few people were seriously injured in Spite of the heavy destruction. Most people could walk by themselves.

There was an army hospital next to the school, open to the public But the hospital was more terribly damaged than the school.

A military doctor covered with blood said,  " This Hospital cannot be ‑ used. It seems to have been hit directly by a bomb. Take the worst wounded people to the Red Cross Hospital. Go to the army hospital if they can't be examined‑there." The Red Cross Hospital was in flames, with only a consultation room on the first floor not burnt. As the army hospital was near the blast center, it was destroyed in the flash, quite beyond my imagination.
S0 I couldn't get medical treatment for the large cuts on my knees and my head, in which bits of glass were stuck. I returned to the school, but I couldn't take a rest in spite of the pain. Our school got into a panic because many people suffering serious burns rushed there. Their faces were swollen, eyes became like a fine thread' and their hair fell out Their bodies were burned all ove., with bare red flesh. They were naked and covered with dust. There were some people whose elastic cord of their

underwear had cut, into the flesh.

"Miss" a girl sat d to me. I was surprised to near that. She was a friend of my younger sister. She was cute, with abundant hair and rosy cheeks, now there was nothing left of her as she had looked before. Some piecer of burnt clothes stuck to her body. There were wet, worn‑out and dirty pieces of clothes at her feet. When I was oarrying her on a stretcher, I found that the pieces of cloth were really her peeled off skin. I fell to my knees in weakness.
Our school was used as a hospital. Many wounded people lay not only on the floor but also on desks. A sound of a U.S. bomber was heard from somewhere. Threatened by the noise, a child shouted "I'm scared, mummy. I will be burned again Help I" People died crazy one after another. Windows and even a wall were blown away. But a terrible smell greeted my nose and made me spit. The U.S. bomber was scouting to take pictures. There was nothing of Hiroshima that wasn't burnt. It was totally destroyed, leaving only some little parts on the outskirts of the city. It was reduced to a six​kilometer diameter burnt field. Almost no one within 1.5 kilometers from the center of the explosion could survive.
Many people were injured by the instant flash Ned blast. Their burns were severely painful in the sunlight, and from wind. Some escaped from the fire to the suburbs, looking for shade or a place to rest. Many people jumped into the river to cool themselves fron their burns, but they could not swim because of the pain of the burns and drowned. It was hell. Even if we survived, there were no doctors, nurses or medicine. 85 percent of the doctors in Hiroshima were killed. Doctors who survived would do little for such a great number of wounded. They still regret that the could do nothing for thee.

Even after the war, Dr. Juno of the Red Cross came to Hiroshima in September 1945, and tried to send a telegram to call on Red Cross societies at all over the world to aid Hiroanima, saying "What Hiroshima needs now in doctors, nurses and medicines" But the the Occupation Forces command refused to alloy its transmission ‑

The number of deaths in Hiroshima was estimated at about 140,000. In 10 years after the bombing, some lOO,OOO people died of the aftereffects of radiation. Deaths in Hiroshima and Nagasaki totalled some 210,000. Of then, soldiers account for about 10,000. Half of those who died were elderly people and children.
At that time, the temperature was above 30" C every day. We had to cremate bodies but there was no fuel. We could do nothing but bury them in a big hole as if they were rubbish. There are many devout Buddhists in Hiroshima, and the rough handling of the dead still torieets survivors.
The atomic bomb deprived us of houses, property and Jobs. The damage extended to the whole city so that administrative officios collapsed. The ayor and most public workers were killed. The hibakusha (A‑bomb survivors) lost their families, relatives and friends. The, had to go through hardships because in Japan the stress is placed on mutual support between families and relatives rather than social assistance. ILLness made our living poor, and poverty made sickness worse.

That is not all of our suffering. The Japanese military found out that the bomb was an atomic one, but they never told us about the danger of strong radiation near the blast center. The Occupation Forces didn't warn us of the danger, either. The United States entrusted the occupation of the Hiroshima district to Britain, a member of the Allied Powers. 

The United States set up the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It looked into the health of many A‑bomb victims, but did not treat them, and the results of the investigation were not made public.

It wasn't make known that bleeding from various parts of the body, falling hair, and digestion disorders were caused by radiation. Therefore, the illness of the Hibakusha was regarded as case of an infectious disease and feared because uninjured people died suddenly, vomiting blood, and people tending the Hibakusha died showing the same symptoms.
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I came to Tokyo to go to school, and I looked  for a room. I was refused as a tenant just because I came fror Hiroshira. I had no burns and no keloids. But as I had cuts from glass, and  festered scars and scratches from mosquitoes, I was refused admission to e public bath. Even less seriously grounded Hibakusha like me who we, about three kilometers from the center of the explosion had to go throgh such hardships.
Many Hibakusha have faced great diffiticulties in job hunting, marriage and childcare. In particular, woman Hibakcushs could not get married easily, many were forced into divorce. In Capan, where to work hard is a virtue and long-time work without holidays regarded as natural, Hibakusha who could not work hard were isolaced and sent to the bottom of the social scale. Not a few Hibakusha commited suicide, losing any hope to live.
Late., Hibakusha determined to make their living better for themselves, encouraged by the movement A and if bombs which arose all over Japan after the H-bomb tent at Bikini Atoll in 1954. We formed the Japan Confederation of A and H Bomb Scfferera' Organizations in 1956 and demanded that the Japanese government give assistance to the Hlbakualla.
We have challenged the government for its responsibility for the war,for neglecting the Hibakusha and for sbending the right to claim compensation from the United States admlnis ration. We have demanded the enactment of a Hibakusha Relief Law, showing our determination that there must be no more Hibakusha.
In the movement, we have testified to the real picture of the A​bombing. The condition of the Hibakusha s not a problem only for Japan but in a matter of great concern to people all over the world. If nuclear weapons with much greater destructive powe  than the Hiroshima‑type bomb are used today, the whole world mill turn into a hell on earth, such as we experienced. We must stop any use of nuclear weapons before it is too late.

I believe people will observe the wit' of God, ''Thou shalt not kill" Little time is left now. Please raise your voicer demanding the elimination of nuclear weapons. If many people express their will by signing the Appeal from Hiroshima and Negasak: for a Total Ban and Elimination of Nuclear Weapons, it will be a great power to achieve the goal. PIease sign the Appeal.

What makes me speak not only in Japan about my experience of A‑bombing but also in other places of the world is my regret that I took no action to prevent. Japan's war of aggression. I apologize to people of the world for the crime committed by Japan.
However much we may repent, the dead cannot come back to life. Our suffering does not heal. Now is not too late.

Let us take actions together to create a world without nuclear

Thank you-very much for your attention to my speech.

