ANSUS PEACE FORCE PLOW-SHARES DISARM B-52 SYSTEM

On January 1, 1991, Moana Cole, Susan Frankl, Ciaron O'Reilly, and Bill Streit, calling themselves the ANZUS Peace Force Plowshares (Australia, New Zealand, United States), disarmed a nuclear weapons system at Griffiss Air Force Base, Rome, New York.

They went to Griffiss to begin the new year with an act of peace and damaged the runway and a B‑52 nuclear‑armed bomber. The B‑52 was used in bombing targets in Vietnam and may well be used in the Persian Gulf. As a peace force, they came to Griffiss with the belief that the force of nonviolent active love is stronger than the violence of the Air Force, more powerful than the "deadly force zones" which protect the B‑52s, and that such acts of disarmament represent the only way to peace.

The four appeared before Magistrate Scanlon in Federal District Court in Syracuse, New York, on January 2 where they faced charges of destruction of government property and sabotage ‑ for which they face a maximum of ten years imprisonment and/or $250,000 fine. A grand jury investigation is pending and may result in additional charges. The magistrate offered to release the four on their promise to return for trial. Each defendant, a member of the Catholic Worker movement founded by Dorothy Day to serve the poor, explained to the court that, in good conscience s/he could not accept the conditions for release. They would feel it necessary to return to Griffiss to continue their disarmament efforts. So the magistrate reluctantly sent them back for incarceration.

The ANZUS Peace Force Plowshares, inspired by Isaiah's prophecy to turn swords into plowshares, followed the example of Christ who acted nonviolently against injustice and told his followers: "Love your enemies!" In court, each defendant reflected upon her/ his work with the poor and argued that the jails in this country warehouse the poor. Since they have chosen a life working with the poor, they felt a need to be among the poor ‑ even in jail. The magistrate acknowledged that the defendants had taken what amounted to vows of poverty.

Before returning to jail, the defendants presented the court with their indictment of the US government for war crimes and international law violations. Specifically, they explained that they were guided by the Nuremberg Principles to not remain silent when the US government violates the law. They went to Griffiss, they said, to disarm a weapon of mass destruction, in this case, a B‑52 nuclear armed bomber. The indictment (copies of which were placed strategically at the Air Base in the course of their action) will be dealt with at a future hearing.

The ANZUS Peace Force Plowshares "reclaim the acronym from the ANZUS Treaty, a pseudo defense pact signed by these three nations in 1952. The partnership was ended in 1984 by New Zealand's refusal to host nuclear warships from the United States, thus exposing that treaty as an offensive pact of preparation for nuclear and interventionary war. We from the nations of Australia, New Zealand and the United States, come together in a new pact, a pact of preparation for peace, which is the way of the Lord. We come to Griffiss to enflesh a biblical promise: '...They shall heat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. "'

Their statement went on to say that "The New Year's resolution of our President and of the United Nations seems to he WAR; they threaten the destruction of thousands of children, of millions of soldiers, of whore cities, of our already precariously balanced environmental system ‑ in the end, of all life. We cannot sit by and watch such wanton irresponsibility. We have just celebrated the advent of Christ, who came to reconcile all people to each other; to bring true peace, and to remind us that the way to peace is to place our allegiance in God alone and to lay down our own lives in nonviolent 
confrontation of injustice and oppression.
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Janurary 15, 1991

19 Arrested Protesting Gulf Action

NINE RELIGIOUS PEACE ACTIVISTS WHO WERE ARRESTED DECEMBER 30,1990 AT THE WHITE HOUSE FOR PROTESTING U.S. INTERVENTION IN THE PERSIAN GULF, HAVE BEEN
INITIALLY CHARGED IN FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT WITH "DEPRADATION" OR DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY. THIS FELONY CHARGE CARRIES A MAXIMUM TEN YEAR SENTENCE AND $10,000 FINE.

ON DECEMBER 30TH, CULMINATING A THREE DAY "FAITH AND RESISTANCE RETREAT", GREG BOERTJE AND JIM REALE OF BALTIMORE, BRUCE FRIEDRICH, SCOTT GALINDEZ AND ART LAFFIN OF WASHINGTON, D.C., MARY GRACE OF VIRGINIA, SR. MARGARET McKENNA OF PHILADELPHIA, ELMER MAAS OF NEW YORK CITY, ERNEST BROMLEY AND REV. MAURICE McCRACKIN OF CINNCINATI, AND GEORGE OSTENSEN OF WISCONSIN DELLS, SCALED THE WHITE HOUSE FENCE. ACTING AS A COMMUNITY, SOME WERE ABLE TO POUR RED DYE AND BLOOD INTO THE NORTH LAWN FOUNTAIN OF THE WHITE HOUSE. THIS SYMBOLIZED THE MASSIVE BLOODSHED THAT WOULD OCCUR SHOULD BUSH INITIATE A WAR, AS HE NOW HAS, IN THE PERSIAN GULF. THEY ALSO HELD BANNERS WHICH SAID: "U.S. FOREIGN POLICY‑​ A FOUNTAIN OF BLOOD" AND "THOU SHALT NOT KILL," AND PRAYED AS THEY WERE ARRESTED

FOLLOWING A COURT HEARING ON DECEMBER 31ST, GREG AND SCOTT WERE HELD ON BOND. MAURICE, 85, AND ERNEST, 78, ALONG WITH BRUCE, WHO BEGAN A FAST AND WERE NONCOOPERATING WITH THE LEGAL SYSTEM FOR CONSCIENCE REASONS' WERE HELD WITHOUT BOND. ERNEST AND MAURICE WERE SENT TO THE PRISON UNIT OF D.C. GENERAL HOSPITAL FOR EVALUATION AND AFTER FOUR DAYS, THE U.S. ATTORNEY DISMISSED THEIR CHARGES WITHOUT EXPLANATION. THE OTHERS WERE RELEASED ON PERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE (PR). FOLLOWING A PRELIMINARY HEARING ON JANUARY 11, 1991, BRUCE WAS RELEASED ON PR AND SCOTT WAS RELEASED ON A $50 BOND. GREG WAS RELEASED ON JANUARY 14TH ON A $100 BOND.

A GRAND JURY IS EXPECTED TO HAND DOWN A FORMAL INDICTMENT BY THE END OF JANUARY. ARRAIGNMENT WILL OCCUR SOMETIME IN FEBRUARY. 

IN ADDITION' EIGHT OTHERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE DECEMBER 30TH DEMONSTATION ON THE NORTH SIDEWALK IN FRONT OF THE WHITE HOUSE WERE ARRESTED WHEN THEY REFUSED TO LEAVE THE SO‑CALLED 60 FOOT "FORBIDDEN ZONE." THEY WERE RELEASED ON A CITATION AND HAVE A COURT HEARING ON FEBRUARY 20, 1991 IN D.C. SUPERIOR COURT.

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT THE OLIVE BRANCH CATHOLIC WORKER IN D.C. AT 682‑9056 OR JONAH HOUSE IN BALTIMORE AT 301‑669‑6265.

