TO THE ENFORCERS

I forgive you, whose blindness has placed us in here. 

I pray you are wiser, your vision more clear. 

If you understand karma, you'll relinquish force 

rather than cage us for living our choice.

Sages worldwide have cautioned their flocks: 

"Karma's the power that no one should mock." 

"Do unto others as you would have done." 

"Wear the shoes of your neighbors ‑ or if they have none 

go shoeless a mile ‑ before you condemn." 

‑(Before caging us, lock yourself in the pen!) 

If I had known how cruel is The Cage, 

yet still I'd have written the very same page 

that brought me here. This hell I endure 

to convince you, and others, our witness is sure: 

Unless we choose God's laws, O imperfect man, 

we'll soon end this game the way it began –-

the board swept of players ‑‑ when greed, ego, strife, 

radiate poisons and extinguish all life. 

So yes, I'll return to the sidewalk again 

though you jailed us. You distort our actions in vain. 

But if you grasp karma, the Bench will be bare. 

You never will cage us for daring to care. 

For God pledged: who judges, judged one day shall be, 

but those who love life are eternally free.

ET to Judge Richey on day of sentencing for wrapping in a blanket when it was 32 degrees, while tending antinuclear signs in Lafayette (Peace) Park:

"I think we're all born a little crazy, and the purpose of our lives is to work towards sanity I've done some stupid things in my life, but I don't know anybody who hasn't. I don't think I'm doing anything stupid now....

"During the years that I have been engaged in this unique and fascinating experience, I've learned a great deal about history, about people, about Washington, D.C.

"I've seen police officers kick homeless people who are asleep under a tree. I've seen homeless people carted off to mental institutions. I think that not only are we standing on the front lines in regards to communicating the very, very dire need to eliminate nuclear weapons, but we're also standing on the front lines to communicate that our society is lacking in compassion.

"We are articulate people. We're capable of defending ourselves, but there are very many people who come through Lafayette Park who are not only incapable of articulating their problems and needs, but they are incapable of figuring out how to survive, and they're frightened of institutions, probably because they've seen too many of them.

"We try, through counseling and practical solutions, to help ‑​- helping somebody find shelter, helping them find clothes, helping them get blankets, to eat, get medical treatment. I feel we serve as a clinic, as a mission.

"If you put us in jail, you're going to harm more people than just us, and I think if you put us in jail, it's going to prove our point that this system really must be changed."

   THE COURT: "In what respect?"

"Our priorities as human beings. We all are human beings, no matter what robes we wear."

"I've collected a lot of information ... that stretches all the way back to 1917 ... showing that what we are doing is something that has been done in front of the White House, in Lafayette Park, for 70 years. We are just the latest in a long line of people.

"Always in the past people who vigiled have been protected. Stacey Abney was protected. The Quaker vigil was protected. The suffragettes in 1917 were protected....

"I've observed a pattern of behavior on the part of police officers toward newcomers, a pattern of harassment, a practice of threats....

"Congress shal pass no law respecting the establishment of religion, the free practice thereof, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, or the right of the people to peaceful assemble and petition the government for redress of grievance."

First Amendment, U.S. Constitution 

