U.S. Senator

TOM HARKIN OF IOWA
http://www.senate.gov/~harkin/                                        (202) 224‑3254

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                       Contact: Patrick Dorton/Christopher Moody
March 8, 1999

Statement of Senator Tom Harkin (D‑IA)

Nuclear Y2K Congressional Symposium

Last week Harkin and Congressman Edward Markey (D‑MA) called on President Clinton to direct the

Pentagon's  Inspector General to conduct, on a priority basis, a robust review of the efforts to address

the Y2K problem in relation to our nuclear arsenal.

Harkin and Markey asked that the results be shared with Congress on a bi‑monthly basis, including a

report in non‑classified form They also urged the Administration to work with Russia and other

countries to safeguard against international Y2K computer breakdown on nuclear weapons systems.

Harkin is a member of the Senate Defense Appropriations subcommittee.

"There is wide‑ranging uncertainty about the degree to which nuclear power facilities and nuclear arsenals will be impacted by erroneous information generated by computer systems at the turn of the century. It's not clear that the Pentagon has adequately addressed this problem.

"The serious consequences of the Y2K problem affecting nuclear weapons has not received much attention. If the affected systems include nuclear weapons, related command and control, or early warning systems, the results could prove devastating.

"There are two critical questions regarding efforts to prepare U.S. nuclear arsenals for the millenium. First, 'will the Pentagon complete its efforts early enough to allow for testing of all mission‑critical systems?' Second, 'what happens if, despite best efforts, disruptions or failures occur and the computer screens go out?' The Pentagon needs to clearly identify problem areas and review contingency plans in America and abroad to make sure a potential crisis can be avoided.

"This is an international problem. Unfortunately, Russia and other nations may lack the resources to fix this the computers that control their nuclear weapons. With thousands of nuclear missiles in the Russian military hands, the Pentagon must ask: 'what happens if the Russian computer screens go out?'

"Monitoring the problem is not enough—the problem needs to be fixed in the US and Russia," The Pentagon should make every effort to reach out the Russian government and other governments to make sure all nuclear weapons systems are Y2K compliant."
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